



11s 


he 
th 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 





























Published every Saturday, at No. 204, Market street.—Price $2 per ann. payable quarterly in aavance. 





VOL. II. 


PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1821. 


NO. 29. 





A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 





— -—- —— y 

















aan 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


SKETCHES NO. XI. 


*loved, let us love one another.”’ 1 John 


Ov. 7. 
fl; . + design of the christian re- 
vide both for our present 
happiness. to make our pas- 
more easy and satis- 
TON *e end of it per- 
1 | ! this purpose, it 
‘ ived, that the 
: ae ich it pre- 


> our mutual 
48, We are to ex- 
great creator, by 
Char’ e wall to our fellow crea- 
ture. acipal design of christi- 
anity w reconcile men to God, and 
to each other.. Beloved, let us then 
love one another—my purpose in the 
following sketch is, to shew the obliga- 
tions that lie upon all men to cultivate 
and improve e this disposition. 

First, As to the obligation which 
lies upon all men, to improve this dis- 
position, it arises in some measure from 
the constitution of our nature and the 
condition of our being. We are so 
circumstanced in this life, that we can- 
not enjoy the comforts of it, without 
the assistance of each other. This 
makes society absolutely necessary to 
our well being; and the bond of all so- 
ciety is mutual love, charity and friend- 
ship. And, as we are obliged to this 
by the law and condition of our being, 
and our situation in that state in which 
God has placed us here, so likewise 
we find naturally a strong disposition 
in our breasts, prompting us to do 
good, and, whenever proper occasions 
offer, stirring us up to acts of friend- 
ship and kindness. And did we not suffer 
this disposition to be corrupted by the 
indulgence of irregular passions and 
misguided by f false prejudices, we could 
not fail, universally to enjoy the happy 
effects of it. For, even in the present 


‘the same from him. 


plain of the degeneracy and corruption 
of the world, we still can discover in 
men a strong propensity to keep up a 
general communication with each 
other, to increase their connections, 
and to enlarge their friendships by mu- 
tual good offices. ‘Thus we are bound 
by the law of our being, and led by 
natural inclination, to promote the pub- 
lic good, and to love all men, even as 
ourselves; and whenever misunder- 
standing or provocations may arise, to 
endeavour by gentleness to appease 
them, rather than exasperate bv malice 
and revenge. All which naturally 
tends to make mankind as happy as 
this present imperfect state will allow 
them to be, and, to accomplish this 
great end, the principal thing requisite 
is, that men afford the same comfort 
and assistance, and in all respects act 
in the same manner to others, that they 
would think it just to demand in the 
like circumstances, that others should 
do to them;—and this is all that is 
meant by loving others as ourselves;— 
whatever every man _ thinks reasona- 
ble in his own case, he is unquestiona- 
bly bound to practise it; and, when it 
becomes another one’s case, to expect 


This rule is so clear and intelligible, 
that no.man can transgress it, without 
suffering severely from the reproaches 
of his own conscience, which must al- 
ways, upon reflection, either applaud 
and commend him, for having acted up 
to the great obligations of his nature, 
or else, on the other side, severely re- 
proach and condemn him, for having 
acted a contrary part.—From which it 
evidently appears, what the law of our 
nature, and the bent of our dispositions 
are, when not counteracted by mean- 
ness and depravity. But, besides the 


creating and preserving us, but that in- 
finite treasure of never failing goodness, 
which maketh his sun to shine on the 
evil, and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and unjust; giving us from 
heaven fruitful seasons, and filling 
our hearts with food and gladness. 
Now, as God himself continually de- 
lights in doing good, and seems to take 
particular pleasure in the attributes of 
goodness and mercy; we may also be 
assured that it will give him pleasure 
to see these perfections imitated by his 
reasonable creatures; to see them prac- 
tise mutual love and charity, and en- 
deavouring to help each other to the 
attainment of these several blessings, 
which are the effects of divine good- 
ness. God must necessarily be pleased 
with these, who use their utmost exer- 
tions to promote the welfare and hap- 
piness of their fellow-creatures, in imi- 
tation of that love, goodness, and mer- 
cy, which extends itself universally 
over all his works, and, for this reason 
it is, that he has furnish us with seve- 
ral powers and faculties, to enable us 
to imitate him in the exercise of those 
excellent attributes. He has endued 
us with reason and understanding, that 
we might be enabled to distinguish be- 
tween good and evil, to choose the one 

and avoid the other. He has implant- 

ed in our minds, so much of the social 
and tender spirit, that we are insensi- 
bly disposed to sympathize with all 

around us, and to share in the events 

that befal them, to rejoice with those 

that rejoice, and to weep with those 

that weep.—In short, there is no other 

method of expressing so acceptably, 

our love and gratitude to him, whom 

we have not seen, as by loving and do- 

ing good to our brethren, whom we 


have seen. 
* Kk 





considerations already mentioned, we 
are further obliged to the practice of 
this duty, in imitation of our great crea- 
tor. ‘God is love,” says the apostle, 





state of things, however we may com-] not possibly have any other motive for 


who being infinitely happy in the en- 
joyment of his own perfections, could 





To be continued. 


ERRATUM. 


In No. IX of these Sketches col, 1. 
line 21 tor nusi/a read nudila. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


BRIEF SKETCHES. No. XI. 


Miracles no doubt were proofs to 
the people of that day of the truth of 
the missions from God, but to the men 
of our age they cannot be as strong as 
prophecy. Persons of strong intelli- 
gent minds, may tell what will come to 
pass, from a certain state of things, but 
no one unless inspired can fortell events 
of one hundred or more years in futu- 
rity; that the prophets did this, we shall 
attempt to show. Babylon the capital 
of Chaldea was a city of immense 
strength, the walls were an impassible 
barricr to any enemy. The prophet 
Isaiah, who was sawn asunder in the 
696th year before Christ, prophecied 
that Cyrus should take this city; he not 
only mentioned the name of Cyrus who 
was not then in existence, but he ex- 
pressed the mode in which it should 
be taken in language which before the 
fulfilment of the prophecy might seem 
obscure, but in our days appear plain. 
Cyrus invaded Babylon, but the city 
being well provisioned he could effect 
nothing; he therefore turned his mind 
to stratagem. ‘Through the city from 
north to south passed the river Eu- 
phrates, troops were posted at its en- 
trance and egress with orders to march 
into the city when the river was forda- 
ble, whilst others were engaged in turn- 
ing the course of theriver into the large 
reservoirs beyond the city which the 
Babylonians had dug to receive water 
to prevent the overflow of the river at 
certain seasons from injuring the city, 
and so effectual was this plan that the 
troops were enabled in the night to en- 
ter the city by the bed of the river, 
whilst the citizens were engaged in 
feasting. ‘Thus, in 158 years after the 
death of Isaiah, was this mighty city 
taken by Cyrus. We might also in- 
stance ‘Tyre, which literally verifies 
the prophecy, being a place of rocks 
for the fishers to dry their nets on. 

In the Old Testament we are told of 
the descendants of Ishmael, “+ his hand 
shall be against every man.” 

Now have we not living witnesses of 
the fulfillment of this? do not the Arabs 
of the desert preserve the bold and in- 
dependent character of their forefathers, 
and that in spite of other nations? 

We find predictions also respecting 
the dispersion of the Jews, which if 
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they had not been thought by them in- 
spiration, would not have been received; 
because they were contrary to that na- 
tional vanity which, without exception, 
all people possess. The fulfillment of 
those prophecies are so well known 
that it is almost needless to mention 
them, for the children of Israel are 
scattered among the heathen, and 
among people, yet remain distinct from 
all; they have also become a bye word, 
so that in every land we have the Jews 
as living witnesses of the fulfillment of 
the prophecies respecting themselves. 

In Genesis we read that the * scep- 
tre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet until 
Shiloh come.” Need we mark the 
fulfillment of this? when Christ appear- 
ed the sceptre had departed, and the 
Jews were under the government of 
Rome, they paid tribute to Cesar, and 
had not the power of punishing with 
death as was evinced by the mock trial 
of Jesus before the Roman governor.* 

Isaiah speaking of the Messiah, says, 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened 
and the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped; then shall the lame man leap 
as an hart and the tongue of the dumb 
sing. This was fulfilled as we are in- 
formed in Matthew, “‘ shew John those 
things which ye do hear and see the 
blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear.” 

In the psalms we read “* they gave me 
also gall for my meat, and in my thirst 
they gave me vinegar to drink,” “ they 
part my garments among them and 
cast lots upon my vesture.” All this 
was fulfilled in Jesus; as we see Matt. 
xxvii. John xix. 

To the man who will consider with 
candour, to those who will embrace the 
truth however humiliating or unpopu- 
lar, (for to such. only we address our- 
selves,) these facts must be sufficient 
to convince them that there are parts of 
the Bible which stamp its truth; and 
that in general the obscure parts 
are those which to posterity will be 
clear ; because prophecy must have 
been in some respects obscure to 


*The sceptre did not fully depart from Ju- 
dah until the destruction of Jerusalem by ‘Ti- 
tus; for although they had no law by which they 
could crucify Jesus, such a punishment not be- 
ing known in the Jewish code, vet they might 
have stoned bim by the order of council, as 
they stoned Stephen afterwards. Ep, 








those to whom it is delivered; and it 
being couched in such language, men 
do not attempt to bring about those 
events, for the sake of fulfilling the 
prophecies, although such is often the 
fact, as we are told, that the Jews ful- 
filled the Scriptures in condemning 
Jesus. 

In this religious enquiry we have 
not merely read the Bible, but have 
perused the works of other respectable 
writers in opposition to it; and, we 
would now ask the Deist, in return, to 
read with attention (which is seldom 
done) the Bible, and examine its con- 
tents. 

That there are things in the Bible, 
which we do not attempt to explain, we 
do not deny, yet when we conside* 
that some things now appear cons'®. 
ent, which once did not, we are ¥ 
ced in charity to suppose the "1% 
ignorance which causes ww Sr outiueve 
other things incons*‘s*oa.~within the 
pages of Holy Writ. 

A comparison between the Jewish 
religion and those of the nations around 
affords a triumph to the Old Testa- 
ment. Let it be remembered that the 
Jews were as Deists call them, a bar- 
barous people, for several centuries, 
and yet they had not among them the 
festivals of Bacchus nor the rites of 
Venus which every female in a certain 
enlightened nation had to undergo. 

No objection to our religion would 
be made by a reflecting person on the 
score of the various sects into which it 
is divided, for on the same grounds, we 
might deny the truth of almost every 
thing, for what subject of interest is 
there in science or in government that 
does not produce different parties. 

The opposers of Christianity are 
much more divided, considering their 
numbers. Paine and Volney differed in 
almost every thing but ina denial of 
written revelation, and the periodical 
work of Elihu Palmer differs in many 
instances from both. 

It has always been our opinion, how- 
ever we may be deceived, that men are 
unbelievers, in Christianity because 
they do not attentively read without 
prejudice the Old and New Testament. 
Taught merely the corruptions of chris- 
tianity, they ar: too apt tosuppose that 
religion was made to make man mourn, 
and to deprive him of the innocent plea- 
sures of life; they are also lead to believe 
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hat the God of the Bible has reserved 
endless torments for a great portion of 
he human family! Wounded in the 
ouse of its friends, religion becomes 
Jetestable, and the man who mistakes 
he series of priestcraft for the Bible, and 
possesses the noble feelings of humani- 
y, will reject the svstem he views as 
barbarous, and will endeavour, howev- 
er persecuted, to worship a God whose 
Jove is unbounded as nature, and will, 
yemain unchanged in eternity. 

The scattered ideas in this Brief 
Sketch present some proofs of the ex- 
stence and truth of the word of God, 
f we have omitted any thing essential, 
br have unintentionally mistated any 
dea, we hope to be noticed by some 
bler pen. 

closing this view of the proofs of 
Writ permit us to make an ap- 
“ofessors of its doctrines, you, 
my breu... believe in the existence of 
an all seeing Gc, before whose tribu- 
bal the most secret actions are mani- 
est, and from whom no thought can be 
oncealed, Do not live then as though 
here was no God; andif you would 
be ashamed to commit a mean action 
before a great man, remember that you 
are in the prescence of an almighty 
God. A theoretical atheist is to be 
pitied, a practical atheist is without ex- 
use. 
You profess to believe in the written 
word of God, which like nature’s vol- 
ume is the expression of love to man, 
et not your conduct give the lie to 
our profession, but extend your love 
o every Creature imitating as far as in 
‘ou is possible, the dealings of him, 
who is ** good unto all, and whose ten- 
der mercies are over all the works of 
his hands.” 

We read that even some of these 
who cry Lord, Lord, and boast of ma- 
ny things done by them in the name 
of Jesus, shall meet with a poor recep- 
tion, let him that standeth therefore 
lake care, lest (in passing condem- 
nation on those who make less fuss 
about religion, and who have no phara- 
saical spirit) they meet with a fall. 

_ To finish, recollect that if the Bible 
isthe work of Deity, no investigation 
tan harm it, but the truth will rise res- 
plendent from the fire of controversy, 
let those who do not belie, e, meet with 
the spirit of Christianitv, let them be 
‘mbraced as brethren, and treated as 
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friends; thus will your light shine be- 
fore men that they seeing your good 
works may glorify your father in hea- 
ven, Frederick the II, said that the 
Bible was a staff placed by God in the 
hands of men to help them thro’ a path 
of trial and a wilderness of trouble, but 
that they had misused it by taking it 
as a club to beat each others brains out 
with;—may we have no more occasion 
to use this Proverb, may Christians in 
future be known as a band of brothers 
who view mankind as the children of 
one Father, and bound to the same 
blessed inheritance, for we are a// trav- 
elling on time’s level to a state where 





all distinctions will be done away, and 
where Turk, Jew, Infidel, and chris- 
tian, being purified from all their dross, 
will be embraced with equal affection, 
and received into a temple not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 








Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, February 17, 1821° 





FROM THE UNITARIAN MISCELLANY. 
Abstract of Unitarian Belief. 


Continued from page 111. 


Unitarians believe one of the great 
doctrines taught in the Scriptures to be 
the unity and supremacy of God. 
Our reason tells us, that there can be 
but one God, one infinitely perfect Be- 
ing; and scripture throughout bears 
testimony to this truth. ‘ Hear, O Is- 
rael, the Lord our God is one Lord,” 
Language similar to this is often re- 
peated in the New Testament. “ There 
is but ONE Gop, the FATHER, of whom 
are all things—there is none other God 
but one—the only Lord God—the God 
and Fatherof our Lord Jesus Christ— 
the only wise God. For there is but 
ONE GOD, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”’* 

As there is but one God, who “ made 
the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is,” so the scripture teach- 
es, that he alone is to be worshipped. 
That the Father is the only proper ob- 
ject of worship, is a truth, which is 
urged upon us, both by the commands 
and examples of our Saviour. ‘ Then 
said Jesus unto him, get thee hence, 
Satan, for it is written, thou shalt wor- 


* Deut. vi. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. Jude 4. 1 





Tim. i. 17. Eph. i. 3. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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ship the Lord thy God, and Azm only 
shalt thou serve.” ‘ After this man- 
ner, therefore, pray ye,—Our Father, 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.” * But the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shail 
worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth.” “ And in that day ye shall ask 
me nothing. Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, whatsoever ye shalf ask the Fa- 
ther, in my name, he shall give it you.””* 
In these texts of scripture, we have the 
express commands of Christ to worship 
the Father only. His own example 
was uniformly in accordance with these 
directions. He always addressed his 
prayers to the Father. A remarkable 
evidence of this may be seen through- 
out the whole seventeenth chapter of 
John. From these, and numerous 
other testimonies, unitarians think it a 
religious obligation of the utmost im- 
portance, to render divine homage to 
no other being, than the supreme God. 

Unitarians believe, that Jesus Christ 
was a messenger commissioned from 
heaven to make revelation, and com- 
municate the will of God to men. They 
all agree, that he was not God; that he 
was a distinct being from the Father, 
and subordinate to him; and that he re- 
ceived from the Father all his power, 
wisdom, and knowledge. In proof of 
this doctrine, reason and scripture con- 
cur. If Christ were not a distinct be- 
ing from the Father, how could he pray 
to the Father? And if he were dis- 
tinct, he must be inferior; for no ra- 
tional mind can conceive of two sepa- 
rate beings, each infinitely perfect. Ii 
this were possible, there would be two 
Gods, and no longer one supreme God. 

Our Saviour said of himself,“ I came 
down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him, that sent me.” 
* But I have not spoken of myself; the 
Father which sent me, he gave mea 
commandment what I should say, and 
what I should speak.” ‘ As the Fa- 
ther hath sent me,evensosendI you.’ 
Let any one read these passages seri- 
ously, and ask himself whether Christ, 
who is speaking, is the same bein, as 
the Father, who sent him, who taught 
him what he was to say, and to whose 
will he conformed? Would there be 





* Acts iv. 24. Matth. iv. 10. vi. 9. John iv 
23. xvi. 23. 
¢ John vi. 38, xii, 49, xx, 21 
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any meaning in these passages, if you 
were to suppose, that Christ alluded to 
himself, when he spoke of the Father, 
who sent him? 

But further, “* My farther is greater 
than I.” * The Father that dwelleth 
in me, Ae doeth the works.” I can of 
mine own self do dothing.”* Is it ne- 
cessary to ask, how it can be possible, 
that the person, who thus speaks of him- 
self, can be God, or equal with God? 
He not only calls the Father greater, 
but says in the plainest terms, that the 
works he performed were not done by 
his own power, but by the agency of 
God. All the texts here quoted afford 
a mostunequivocal proof, that his pow- 
er was derived. 

The same will appear in numerous 
places in respect to his wisdom and 
knowledge. “ My doctrine zs not mine, 
but Azs that sent me.” ‘+ He that sent 
me is true; and I speak to the world 


those things, which I have heard of 


him.” “ As my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things.”’{ From these 
passages does it appear, that Christ in- 
structed the world, and performed his 
marvellous works, by his own intelli- 
gence and wisdom? Does he not de- 
clare, in so many words, that he recei- 
ved these from the Father? There is 
another remarkable text proving the 
imperfection of his knowledge. When 
he foretold the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, he said, “ But of that day, and 
that hour, knoweth no man; no, not the 
angels, which are in heaven, nezther the 
Son, but the Father.”t{ This text alone 
is enough to show, that the knowledge 
of Christ was /imited, and that he can- 
not be the same as God, nor have the 
attributes of God. 

Although unitarians do not believe 
Christ to be God, because they think 
such a doctrine at variance with reason 
and scripture, yet they belicve him to 
have been authorized and empowered 
to make adivine revelation to the world. 
We believe in the divinity of his mis- 
sion, but not of his person, We con- 
sider all he has taught as coming from 
God; we receive his commands, and 
rely on his promises, as the commands 
and promises of God. In his miracles 
we see the power of God; in his doc- 





* John xiv, 28, xiv, 10, v, 30. 
} John vii, 16, viii, 26, verse 28: 
+t Mark xiii, 32. 
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trines and precepts we behold the wis- 
dom of God; and in his life and char- 
acter we see a bright display of every 
divine virtue. Our hope of salvation 
rests on thetruths he has disclosed, and 
the means he has pointed out. We be- 
lieve him to be entitled to our implicit 
faith, obedience, and submission, and 
we fell towards him all the veneration, 


of his mission, the sublime purity of 
his character, and his sufferings for the 
salvation of men, justly demand. But 
we do not pay him religous homage, 
because we think this would be dero- 


the Supreme Being, who, our Saviour 
himself has told us, is the only proper 
object of our adoration and worship. 
Unitarians believe, that Christ was 
ene being, and that he possessed one 
mind, one will, one consciousness. The 
trinitarian doctrine is, that in Christ 
were “two whole and perfect natures 
joined together in one person,” and that 
one of these natures was God, and the 
other man. We maintain, that two 
such natures must necessarily make two 
beings. What constitutes a distinct 
being, but a distinct nature? The no- 
tion, that two natures, or what is the 
same thing, two minds, two souls, two 
wills, can constitute one person, we 
take to be utterly unintelligible and ab- 
surd. Suppose such a thing possible; 
it would lead to the most glaring con- 
tradictions and impossibilities, The 
same being would be omnipotent and 
immortal, and yet a feeble man and 
subject to death; he would know all 
things, and yet be ignorant; he would 
be perfect and imperfect, the creator of 
all things, yet derived and dependent. 
If it were pretended, that these contra- 
dictions are supported by any direct 
proot of Scripture, this doctrine would 
strike us with less amazement. But 
this is not pretended. The doctrine of 
two natures is wholly a doctrine of in- 
ference. Nota single passage can be 
adduced, in which it is said, that Christ 
was God and man, or that he possessed 
“two whole and perfect natures.”” No 
language is used in Scripture, which 
has the remotest resemblance to this, 
either in form or substance. If such 
a doctrine were true, would the Scrip- 
tures thus be silent? Would it not be 
clearly, explicitly, and positively stated? 
But, on the contrary, Christ always 





love, and gratitude, which the dignity 


gating from the honour and majesty of 





spoke of himself, as one being; his 


Apostles always spoke of him”as one 
being; and it is utterly impossible to 
form any definite conceptions of him in 
any other character. By what authori. 
ty then, is a doctrine to be received, 
which does so much violence to reason 
and common sense? 
Concluded in our next. 


SELECTED FOR THE MESSENGER, 
FOR THE MEDITATION 


Of those who say, “If they believed that Got 
would save all men, they would go on and 
do all the evil they could.” 


TO such as make a shameful brawl, 
Saying if I believed so, 

That Jesus Christ would save us all, 
My feet should swift to evil go. 


This I declare to be a lie, 

And spoke by a delusive tongue; 

It I give not the reason why, 

Oh man! thou may’st condemn my song. 


Does faith entice a man to sin? 

Does love create an evil mind? 

Does purity make him unclean, 

Or charity make him unkind? 

It never did, nor ever shall, 

For well I know it never can, 

And you may search the scriptures ali, 
And every page denies the plan. 

"Tis faith that makes man cease from sin; 
*Tis love that makes a quiet mind; 
"Tis purity that makes him clean, 

And charity that makes him kind. 
And he who doth true faith possess, 
All these his heart doth entertain; 
Therefore thy words are toolishnes, 
And all such arguments are vain. 


- 
« 


Man cometh forth asa flower, and is cut 
down. 


See yonder blooming fragrant flower, 
In all the pride of nature gay, 
Untold its beauties to the morn, 
And, blushing, gild the face of day. 
The genial ray, the breath of spring, 
Conspire to raise its splendour high, 
Exulting on its stalk it stands, 
In tints of a celestial dye. 


To day, it blooms—and every hour, 
Sees it more beautiful arise; 
Tomorrow comes—some nipping blast, 
Withers its fragrance, pass. it dies! 
While lasts the heat and fir6 of youth, 
Swift glide the dancing hours away; 
Health plants her roses in the cheek 
And all is jocund, all is gay, 
But soon the stealing hand of time, 
Or dire disease, corrodes our joys, 
O’erturns at once our promis’d bliss, 
And all our blooming hopes destroys: 
Awhile we ftourish—like the flow’r, 
And raise our worldly grandeur high; 
Death comes at last—--and in an hour, 
Blasts all our glories---and we die’ 
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